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Liberty Festival 2025
Application Form

This is an open call for d/Deaf, disabled and neurodivergent artists, producers and creatives to undertake research and development for new arts projects that can be delivered as part of the Liberty Festival 2025.
 
We are seeking to support the development of new and accessible work, with clear potential to be presented at Liberty Festival 2025 and subsequent future touring across other UK and international arts festivals.

There is up to £40,000 available in the total grant fund. We expect to make 10-15 awards. The minimum amount that you can apply for is £500. The maximum is £10,000. 

We seek to support a variety of artforms suitable for indoor or outdoor presentation. We are keen to support artists at all career stages, and warmly welcome applications from early stage and emerging artists. 

Please note that, while we envision that many of the R&D works will be presented at Liberty Festival 2025 on 24 to 28 September, these grants are standalone. We cannot guarantee further commissions, which will depend on the outcomes of the R&D and funding for the Festival.

Please complete the below form to give us details about your proposal. You can also send us your proposal as a captioned video document.

[bookmark: _Hlk182914650]This information is available in large print, BSL and audio formats. If you need this information in another format or access support to apply, please email culture@wandsworth.gov.uk.

Please send your R&D proposal to culture@wandsworth.gov.uk by midday on Wednesday 8th January. 

About you
	Artist / Organisation / Collective name:
	

	Website:
	

	Address:
	

	Contact name (if different from applicant name):
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Do you have a connection with the borough of Wandsworth?*
*this is not required.
	Yes / No
If Yes, please tell us about your connection:

	Do you identify as… (delete any that do not apply)
	Physically disabled
D/deaf                              
Learning disabled  
Neurodivergent
Affected by a long-term health condition
Other disabled identity (please state):


	My access needs are
	







[bookmark: _Hlk61269548]

About your R&D project

1. Tell us what you would like to do (500 words or 4-min video max).
	









2.	Tell us more about your artistic practice up until now? (150 words or 2 min video max)
For example, give details about the artist(s) and/or provide links to previous work.
	









3.  	Tell us what you hope to achieve through this R&D Artistic Commission (300 words or 2-min video max). You could think about the difference it could make to the idea/project itself, as well as to your career/organisational development.
	









4.	Tell us how many professional artists will your R&D project employ?
	
	Learning disabled artists

	
	Physically disabled artists

	
	D/deaf artists

	
	Neurodivergent artists

	
	Artists affected by a long-term health condition

	
	Other disabled identities (please state):



Budget* (this can be verbally delivered via the video)
Please bear in mind the following guidelines:
· The minimum amount that you can apply for from this fund is £500. The maximum amount is £10,000.
· We are committed to fair pay. We ask that you budget for your time carefully, fully reflecting your day rate and the time you will spend on the work. We encourage you to refer to sector guidance on fair pay, such as by Artists’ Union England.
· Access funding is available separately both to support access to applications and/or access to support the project. In the budget, applicants are asked to give figures for the access costs for the whole R&D proposal. This is to ensure that the fund can cover all costs and will not form part of the panel’s decision-making. Feel free to use Disability Arts Online’s Access Rider open template.
· Match-funding, although welcome, is not mandatory: funding from this award can cover 100% of the project costs, or part-fund them if other sources of funding are available.
· In kind contributions could be discounted or donated materials, venue hire, transport etc. They could also be the contribution of professional time, both artistic and administrative.
· Be clear about how you have arrived at the figures in your budget. For example, if you have put £70 as a venue hire, please explain the hourly, or daily rate e.g. 2 hours at £35 per hour = £70. All items must be clearly broken down and must evidence value for money. 
If needed, please add more lines to both the expenditure and income tables.
	Expenditure
	Breakdown of Costs
	£ cash
	£ in-kind

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	
	

	Grand Total Expenditure
	Cash + in-kind income
	

	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	£ cash
	£ in-kind

	Request from this R&D fund
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Income

	
	

	Grand Total Income
	Cash + in-kind income
This figure should equal the Grand Total Expenditure
	



Declaration (if you are submitting a video please include a verbal declaration of each of the below points)
☐ 	I accept that the information provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate.
☐ 	If the application is submitted from an organisation, I confirm that the organisation named in this application has given me the authority to sign this application on their behalf. 
☐ 	If the application is submitted from an organisation, I confirm that the activity in the application falls within the powers of the organisation’s constitution or memorandum and articles of association (the legal document setting out the rules governing the organisation).
☐ 	I understand that Wandsworth Arts and Culture Service may share my personal information (name, address, telephone number and email address) with other grant giving bodies to which I am applying for funds, but that my personal information will not be shared with any other third parties.
☐ 	I confirm that I will complete an evaluation report and share all the relevant information with the Council within 2 months of the end of the funded activity. 

	Signature
	Print name
	Date

	

	
	



Typing your name here will be taken as a binding signature.
If you are submitting a video, please end the video with your name and date.

Please return this form or your captioned video by midday on Wednesday 8th January 2025 to: culture@wandsworth.gov.uk.
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