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Wandsworth Community Heritage Fund
Application Form 2026 

Context
Over 2025-26 Wandsworth Council has been awarded the title of London Borough of Culture by the Mayor of London. Our vision for London Borough of Culture is to harness the power of culture to transform our residents’ lives in terms of health, happiness and equality of opportunity. Celebrating the heritage and history of the borough and our diverse communities is a key part of Wandsworth’s year as London Borough of Culture and its legacy programme, and thanks to the National Lottery Heritage Fund we are delighted to be able to offer this grants programme for 2026.

Aims and objectives
We want to uncover and sharing the stories and experiences of the diverse communities that have made their home in Wandsworth over the centuries. We want:
· Local (Wandsworth based) groups interested in uncovering the borough’s heritage to contribute to the cultural agenda of the borough;
· Residents to engage in, inclusive heritage activities that are meaningful and relevant to them, and that help broaden their awareness of the borough’s past;
· The wider community to better understand the histories of fellow residents, colleagues and students making a positive difference in Wandsworth, and be inspired by them.
Projects should also link to at least ONE the LBOC programme five key themes, harnessing the power of culture to: 
· CONNECT: Connect people to life-changing experiences – opening the doors to creative jobs, discovering heritage and meeting people where they are, so that we can fall in love with arts and culture.
· UNITE: Unite, because we are better together, united by or aspiration to imagine a brighter future for people, communities and our borough. 
· HEAL: Because building a celebration of history of the diverse communities into healthcare helps us thrive. By approaching wellbeing holistically, culture can support people body and soul, to live better. 
· NOURISH: Creating the conditions for young people to express their creativity, their heritage and be part of their communities.  
· ACTIVATE: Inspiring people through culture to take real steps to reduce pollution and their carbon footprint; reconnecting people with sustainable living and the natural environment.

Commissioning fee and timeframe
We are seeking proposals from organisations that can deliver community focused heritage-based activities and events. We can offer commission fees of between £500 and £2,000 (excluding VAT) to support the development of content or programming between July 2026 to December 2026. 

Key Criteria
Priority will be given to proposals which demonstrate the following:
· Close alignment with the borough’s and/or our communities’ history, culture and heritage
· Delivery by an organisation whose strategic plans involve engaging with the borough and its residents over the mid to long term
· Live events must take place within the borough
· All projects must have participatory elements and demonstrate targeting and engagement with Wandsworth communities
· Clear benefits to the local community e.g. through participation, enjoyment, skills development, health and wellbeing improvements, learning, progression routes etc, and how you will demonstrate this
· Target beneficiaries - making specific reference to your target beneficiaries and specify the methods you will use to reach them and how you will measure their engagement.
· Value for money 

What is considered a Heritage Project?
Heritage can be anything from the past that you value and want to pass on to future generations. Projects can include:
· Oral history recordings of people’s stories, memories and songs, as a way of communicating and revealing the past.
· Cultural traditions exploring the history of different cultures through storytelling, or things that you do as part of your community. This could be anything from dance and theatre to food or clothing. It could also include the heritage of languages and dialects.
· Commemorations and celebrations – telling the stories and histories of people, communities, places or events related to specific times and dates.
· Nature – works to improve habitats or conserve species, as well as helping people to connect to nature in their daily lives.
· Designed landscapes – improving and conserving historic landscapes such as public parks, historic gardens and botanical gardens.
· Historic buildings, monuments and the historic environment – from houses and mills to caves and gardens. Areas that are connected to history and heritage.
· Community archaeology involves the active participation of volunteers in archaeological activities, everything from investigating, photographing, surveying, excavation and finds processing. Sometimes it is called public archaeology.
· Museums, libraries and archives – making the collections that the council, libraries, archives and local museums hold more accessible through new exhibitions or engaging people with interpreting new and existing collections.
· Industrial, maritime and transport – places and objects linked to our industrial, maritime and transport history.

Guidelines
When considering whether to submit a proposal or not, please take into consideration the following: 
1. Permissions for publicity
All community-led heritage projects must credit Wandsworth Council, the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Welcome To Wandsworth London Borough of Culture on their marketing, media and PR content. Selected projects must commit to share their copy, logo and a selection of high-quality images with the Council at least 6 weeks prior to all events taking place so that they can be included in the Council’s publicity campaigns.  Where there is digital activity, the Council will reserve the right to have digital content links available on wandsworth.gov.uk, welcometowandsworth.com and all its social media channels. 
2. Accessibility
· How will you promote your event to make sure it reaches the whole community? 
· How will people attend your event (e.g. is the venue accessible? is it easy to get to? etc.). Please consider that live and online events will have different requirements around accessibility.
· Have you considered what may be barriers to engagement, and how will you address them?
3. Event permissions 
Please ensure that you have all necessary permissions, venues and licences for your event to go ahead.

Application deadline
Please use the below table to draft answers about your proposal. Please then submit your completed answers through our online form by 5pm, Thursday 7th May 2026. If you have any queries about the commission or process, please sign up to one of our ‘Meet the funder’ sessions or email: arts@wandsworth.gov.uk
Please note, the Council will notify all organisations who have submitted a proposal to let them know whether they have been successful or not w/c 22nd June 2026.

Application Summary
	Ward(s)*
	

	Name of Applicant
	

	Project / Activity / Event Title

	

	Project Summary 
(1 sentence max)
	

	Total Budget
	
	Grant requested

	



Please state all the wards your activity will take place in. A ward map can be accessed here:  maps.wandsworth.gov.uk. 
Incorrect information in your application summary will render your application ineligible.

About you
	Contact name:
	

	Group/ Partnership name/s:
	

	Address:

	



	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Website:
	

	Are you/ your organisation based in Wandsworth?
	

	What is your connection with the borough?
	

	I confirm that we have Public Liability Insurance
	YES
	NO

	Sign me up to the monthly ‘Creative Industries’ newsletter. Our regular roundup of news, opportunities, callouts, funding and jobs for those working in the culture sector.
	YES
	NO





[bookmark: _Hlk61269548]About your project

1. Tell us what you would like to do (500 words max).

	


















2.	Where will it take place*? 

	Venue:
Address:
Postcode:
Ward:
Please specify if your chosen venue has wheelchair access, accessible toilets and/or changing room, quiet space, audio-loop, service dogs access etc:

	Permission confirmed?


* Feel free to add venues as required.

3.	When will your event or activity take place?

	Start date:
	End date:



4.	Demonstrate that this is a quality heritage-led activity (150 words max).

For example, give details about the lead practitioners and/or provide links to previous work.
	









5.	Outcome: Tell us how your project contributes towards one or more of the strategic London Borough of Culture 2025-26 themes (up to 150 words per strategic theme). You will be expected to demonstrate how you met those themes in your evaluation.

The LBOC programme will focus on five key themes, harnessing the power of heritage to:

  ☐  	CONNECT: Connect people to life-changing experiences – opening the doors to creative jobs, discovering heritage and meeting people where they are, so that we can fall in love with arts and culture.
  ☐  	UNITE: Unite, because we are better together, united by or aspiration to imagine a brighter future for people, communities and our borough.
  ☐  	HEAL: Because building a celebration of history of the diverse communities into healthcare helps us thrive. By approaching wellbeing holistically, culture can support people body and soul, to live better. 
  ☐  	NOURISH: Creating the conditions for young people to express their creativity, their heritage and be part of their communities.
  ☐  	ACTIVATE: Inspiring people through culture to take real steps to reduce pollution and their carbon footprint; reconnecting people with sustainable living and the natural environment.

	













Impact

6.	How many participants/ visitors/ audience members will your activity or event reach?

	
	Participants (to workshops and/or performances/events, who are not the lead practitioners but have an active role in the activity)

	
	Visitors / live audience members

	
	Broadcast audiences (audiences that engage digitally)



7.	Describe the kind of people you are targeting, and how you will ensure people attend and/or participate in your work (150 words). 

	










8.	How many people will your project employ?

	
	Professional creatives/practitioners

	
	Number of days of employment in total






Project Planning & Delivery

9. 	Please describe potential delivery partners, detailing what stage of discussions you are in: potential, interested, confirmed. (max. 150 words) 
Please note that we may talk to your partners about your application, and that this will impact our assessment of the deliverability of your project. 

	









10.	Please give a brief timetable for the project that shows the key milestones and who is responsible for achieving them*. This should be a very broad record of key dates to indicate that you have considered all elements of the project and have allowed adequate time to deliver the project. E.g.: first planning stages, confirmation of other funding sources, recruitment of participants, publicity and press deadlines and distribution, rehearsals, production dates, evaluation and final report.

	WEEK/ MONTH 
	MILESTONE
	PERSON RESPONSIBLE

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* Feel free to delete or add lines as required.

Budget*

11.	Please download the separate budget sheet to create your budget and then upload it to the online form.
Please bear in mind the following guidelines:
· Match-funding, although welcome, is not mandatory.
· In kind contributions can be discounted or donated materials, venue hire, transport etc. and can also be the contribution of professional time, both artistic and administrative.
· Be clear about how you have arrived at the figures in your budget. For example, if you have put £70 as a venue hire, please explain the hourly, or daily rate e.g. 2 hours at £35 per hour = £70. All items must be clearly broken down and must evidence value for money.


Evaluation	

12.	How will you evaluate the proposed project, activity or event? (150 words max)

	







Declaration

☐ 	I accept that the information provided in this application is, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate.
☐ 	If the application is submitted from an organisation, I confirm that the organisation named in this application has given me the authority to sign this application on their behalf. 
☐ 	I confirm that the activity in the application falls within the powers of the organisation’s constitution or memorandum and articles of association (the legal document setting out the rules governing the organisation).
☐ 	I confirm that I or the organisation named in this application will have public liability in place for the duration of the proposed activity.
☐ 	I understand that Wandsworth Arts and Culture Service may share my personal information (name, address, telephone number and email address) with other grant giving bodies to which I am applying for funds, but that my personal information will not be shared with any other third parties.
☐ 	I confirm that I will complete an evaluation report and share all the relevant information with the Council within 2 months of the end of the funded activity. 

	Signature
	Print name
	Date

	

	
	


Typing your name here will be taken as a binding signature.

Once you’ve used this word document to draft your answers, please fill in our online form by 5pm, Thursday 7th May 2026.

Please use the following file naming protocol for proposal attachments including Budget:
OrgName_ProjectName_WCHF
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